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4 Blackthorn

1 Alder

2 Ash

3 Birch

7 European Gorse

8 Hazel

9 Whitethorn

5 Bramble / Briars

11 *Beech

10 Willow

6 Elder

12 Holly
* = Non-native species

13 Oak

14 Rowan

15 Scot’s Pine

16 *Spruce

17 *Sycamore

X
NEGATIVE
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Rhododendron
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Japanese Knotweed

Himalayan Balsam
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Woodland / Scrub

Woodland
Woodland is defined as any area that is dominated by trees, as
opposed to shrubs, and where the canopy height is greater than
5m, or 4m in the case of woodland in wetland areas or bogs. The
canopy may be open but should be distinct.

Canopy

Scrub habitat
Scrub (established rather than encroaching) habitat is an area
that is dominated by at least 50% cover of shrubs, stunted trees
or brambles. The canopy height is less than 5m, or 4m in the case
of wetland areas.
Scrub frequently develops as a precursor to woodland and is
often found in inaccessible locations, or on abandoned or
marginal farmland.
In the absence of grazing and mowing, scrub can expand to
replace grassland or heath vegetation.
Scrub can be open or dense and impenetrable, and it can occur
on areas of dry, damp or waterlogged ground.
Common plants include hawthorn, blackthorn, gorse, bramble,
and roses in addition to a number of willows, small birches and
stunted hazel.

Understory

The field layer is often impoverished and poorly developed, but in
some situations, may be similar to that of woodland.
N.B. any areas of non native shrubs e.g. Rhododendron or cherry
laurel should be excluded.
N.B. Birches, hazel and some willows may occur both as trees and shrubs.

May 2019

Field layer
Ground layer

Page 2 of 2

